
“Thank you brothers and sisters of the world, you should know that when we say thank you, it is not a formality. Deep 
within our hearts we know that if we are here, it is due, in large measure, to the efforts of friends like you around 
the entire world, who did not rest until they saw us here. This is how I begin my words of gratitude,” Gerardo said.
“You are representative of a broader group of brothers and sisters who could not all be here, but convey our gratitude 
to them, everyone was important to the unity of forces which allowed us to be here today, with our families and 
people.
“Yesterday (May 1) was an historic day, a longed-for dream come true, and even greater because of your presence. 
Today we met each other and we are a big family which must become increasingly united, become one, since many 
battles remain, such as that of Oscar López and so many others who have the right the enjoy the freedom we have,” 
he continued.
He explained that the Cuban Five are ready to support any just cause, wherever their efforts are needed. He said the 
delegates, “What do we do now? You tell us.”
“The blockade remains in force, and if some day it is eliminated, we will remain 

The Newsletter of 
Vancouver Communities in Solidarity with Cuba - VCSC

WWW.VANCUBASOLIDARITY.COM

cuba!
i

Spring 2015

Continued on page 2

GERARDO HERNÁNDEZ: 

WORDS OF 
GRATITUDE
In his final comments at the International Solidarity with Cuba 
Conference, held in Havana May 2, Gerardo Hernández of the 
Cuban Five asserted that the freedom of the anti-terrorists would 
not have been won without the efforts of all present
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Cuban 5 Heroes participating in May Day 2015
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CNC 7th Biennial Convention
The Canadian Network on Cuba is holding 
its 7th Biennial Convention in Toronto on 
May 30-31st.  Delegates from the 19 
member organizations from across Canada 
will gather at Toronto City Hall to map out 
plans for the future taking into account the 
new challenges in solidarity with Cuba.
Special guests invited to attend include 
ICAP Vice-president Fernando Gonzalez, 
one of the Cuban Five anti-terrorists 
released after unjustly spending 15 years 
in a U.S. prison.  His Excellency Julio 
Garmendía Peña, Cuban Ambassador will 

participate as well.
There will be three panels:  Planning for 2015-17 – New Challenges 
New Struggles; Canada-Cuba Solidarity & 70 Years of Canada Cuba 
Diplomatic Relations; and Cuba, Today & Tomorrow: Renewal, 
Change and Continuity Struggles.
On the Saturday evening, a public meeting Cuba in The Struggle for 
a Better World will present Fernando Gonzalez and Dr. Portilla 
Garcia, concluding a two-week tour across Canada.  Dr. Portilla will 
speak on Cuba’s humanitarian medical missions across the world.  
Obama mentioned Cuba’s important role in fighting Ebola in West 
Africa while he was announcing the release of the last 3 of the Cuban 
Five and changes in U.S. failed policy toward Cuba.
On Sunday, the convention delegates will elect a new executive to 
carry out coordinating work over the next two years.

Adventure • Volunteering • Fun 

REPORT BACK & CULTURAL NIGHT

MONDAY JUNE 29 2015 -  7 PM

Joe’ s  Cafe  - Large North Hal l
1150 Commercial  Dr.  @ Wil l iam St .

REP ORT BACK 
FROM THE 2015

Che Guevara 
Volunteer Work Brigade!

T O CUBA!

Vancouver Communities in Solidarity With Cuba - vcsc
www.VANCUBASOLIDARITY.com

@VanCuba_VCSC
#VanCuba
778.882.5223

Pastors 
for Peace 
Caravan to 

Cuba!

SATURDAY JUNE 272015

Pastors for Peace Border Crossing!
Picnic and Rally @ Peace Arch Park
Canada-US Border 
White Rock/Blaine
12pm (For carpooling call: 778-882-5223)

Vancouver  Communit ies  in  Sol idar i ty  wi th  Cuba (VCSC)

w w w . V a n C u b a S o l i d a r i t y . c o m
Since 1992, Pastors for Peace Caravans to Cuba have called international attention to the cruel and immoral 
US blockade of Cuba by traveling from the US to deliver humanitarian aid to the Cuban people, breaking US 
law. The blockade causes shortages of food, medicine and other important supplies for 11.5 million people 
in Cuba. It is an immoral policy that uses hunger and disease as political weapons.

IFCO/Pastors for Peace

www.PastorsForPeace.org

Don't Miss the Bus!
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battle ready, so that no one imposes it again. We 
revolutionaries can not rest, because… no, we don’t feel 
like being a U.S. colony, and yes, we do feel like being a 
Latin American nation, as I heard people chanting in the 
Plaza yesterday,” Gerardo continued, while leading the 
crowd in the chant.
“In the name of the Five, of our families, who many of you 
received with so much affection, we thank you eternally. 
You have asked me about Gema, we were not able to bring 
her, following the doctor’s recommendations, and due to 
the weather, but she is here with us, because she, as well, 
came to be because of all this solidarity,” he said.
Gerardo made it clear that the Five were not released 
because of a negotiation, but as a result of the unified 
efforts of many, emphasizing that the long hours and days of 
resistance over 16 years required strength, and that the 
support and solidarity of so many people was one of the 
sources of much needed inspiration.
“Today,” he concluded, “you congratulate us, and you 
recognize that the resistance of the Five is no more than the 
resistance of the Cuban people, which, for more than 50 
years, imperialism has been unable to break. They have not 
isolated us; they themselves are the ones who have been 
isolated, since a socialist Cuba perseveres here, a people 
which is more determined than ever to struggle for its 
system. That is why we continue to trust in your support, 
your spirit of struggle, and the solidarity of all of you 
brothers and sisters.”
Reprinted from Daily Granma

Continued from cover

Ottawa, 4 May.-Canadian highlighted Cuba solidarity 
activists Tamara Hansen and Elizabeth Hill received, 
together with a group of institutions and individuals 
from all over the world, a recognition for their 
contribution to the struggle for the return of the 
Five, on behalf of Gerardo Hernandez, Antonio 
Guerrero, Rene Gonzalez, Ramon Labañino and 
Fernando Gonzalez, during the International Meeting 
of Solidarity with Cuba, which was held last Saturday 
in Havana, led by Miguel Diaz-Canel, first vice 
president of the Councils of State and Ministers, 
Cubadebate website reported.
Elizabeth Hill is president of the Cuba Canada 
Friendship Association of Toronto (CCFA-Toronto for 
its acronym in English) and co-chair of the Canadian 
Network of Solidarity with Cuba (CNC for its acronym 
in English). Tamara Hansen, meanwhile, is a young 
leader within several organizations in Vancouver, as 
the Committee for the Release of the Five in that city 
and Vancouver Communities in Solidarity with Cuba. 
All these groups have a long, beautiful and intense 
page of solidarity with Cuba and stood out in the past 
16 years for their shares in favor of the release of the 
anti-terrorist heroes.
In the final words of the Meeting Gerardo Hernandez 
said he deeply appreciated the work of all those 
institutions and individuals who contributed to the 
return of the Five expressing "at the bottom of our 
hearts we know that if we are here we owe largely to 
the efforts of comrades fron all over the world who 
did not rest until you see us here".

(Embassy of Cuba in Canada with files from Cubadebate)

CANADIAN ACTIVISTS 
RECEIVE RECOGNITION 

FOR THEIR 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE 

RETURN OF THE FIVE

2

Cuban 5 Hero Gerardo Hernández speaking at 
Solidarity Conference. May 2, 2015, Havana, Cuba

Solidarity activists receiving recognition of contribution 
Left to right: Tamara Hansen, Antonio Guerrero, Gloria 
LaRiva, Gerardo Hernandez, Andrés Gómez
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¡FIESTA CUBANA!
Saturday June 20 | 7pm

Drinks, delicious food 
& lots of  Dancing! 
Tickets $10 in advance / $15 at the door

For tickets: 778-580-8813 or 778-889-7664

WHEN CUBA CALLS, WE ANSWER! BBQ
Saturday June 6 | 5-8pm

Trout Lake Park 3300 Victoria Dr.
* Delicious Food* Live Music * Speakers 
* Games * Raffle * - Rain or Shine!

The event is free, raffle for sale and BBQ 
by donation!

CALENDAR 
for the “Rumbo a Cuba” Initiative

Rumbo

a 
CUBA

RUMBO A CUBA is fundraising for a much 
needed tractor & freezer truck for the Julio 
Antonio Mella International Solidarity (CIJAM) 
Camp in Caimito, Cuba.  CIJAM is where 
thousands of  international guests stay while  
volunteering in Cuba every year! It has been 
a real challenge for the camp to provide the 
necessary services to its guests, especially 
because of  the cruel US blockade. We invite 
you to join us for the following events to 
support our campaign!

More than 1,000 people from LGBTQI communities marched 
through the streets of Havana on Saturday May 17 in a proud 
display of their sexual and gender identities. The march was 
led by the Cuban president’s daughter Mariela Castro, who 
is the director of the National Center of Sexual Education 
(Cenesex) and co-organizer of the VIII Cuban Day Against 
Homophobia and Transphobia. The march is part of a larger 
campaign to raise awareness about and promote the rights 
of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex, or LGBTI, 
people in the country.

Reprinted from TeleSur
  

HAVANA LGBTQI MARCH

Millions of Cubans marched on May 1st, 2015 through Cuba’s main 
squares on occasion of the International Workers Day, in defense 
of their remarkable achievements and the conquests of the 
Cuban socialist Revolution.

MILLIONS MARK MAY DAY  
IN CUBA

Mariela Castro on May 17, 2015 Havana, Cuba
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Excerpt from an interview with 
Josefina Vidal, Director General 
for the United States of the 
Ministry of Foreign Relations of the 
Republic of Cuba 
February 12, 2015 
Cristina Escobar- Josefina, there are 
people on the street here in Cuba, 
and also in the international media 
saying, or asking, if the United States 
blockade of Cuba has ended. Is this 
true?
Josefina Vidal- No, no, the blockade 
has not ended; what has happened is 
that the President of the United 
States, making use of his executive 
prerogatives, which he has, 
announced a series of measures 
modifying the implementation of 
some aspects of the blockade. It was 
within this context that a series of 
regulations were issued – mandated 
by him and formulated by the 
Departments of Treasury and 
Commerce – to expand travel to 
Cuba, expand as well allowances for 
remittances, and permit some 
commercial transactions, still of a 
limited nature, in spheres such as 
telecommunications, for example.
Cristina Escobar- When can we say 
that the blockade has ended? What 
must happen before we can say it has 
ended?
Josefina Vidal- Since the blockade 
was first officially declared in 
February of 1962, until 1996 when 
the Helms-Burton law was approved, 
it was the prerogative of the 
President; that is, just as President 
Kennedy had declared the blockade 
in 1962, a later President could have 
declared an end to this policy.
In 1996 the Helms-Burton law was 
approved, which codified the 
blockade as law, which means it was 
established that, in the future, the 
President could not on his own 

terminate the 
blockade policy, 
but rather that it 
was the United 
States Congress 
which had the 
authority to 
declare an end to 
the policy.
Nevertheless, it is 
very important to 
point out that the 
Helms-Burton law 
itself, in an 
appendix 
following the codification of the 
blockade, clearly establishes that the 
law does not deny the President his 
executive prerogatives to authorize, 
through what is called a licensing 
procedure, the majority of things 
related to the blockade.
If this were not the case, President 
Clinton, in 1998 and 1999, would not 
have been able to modify some areas 
which allowed for the expansion of 
trips to Cuba by some categories of 
U.S. citizens. If this had not been the 
case, nor would President Clinton 
have been able to permit, for 
example, the limited sending of 
remittances to our country, nor would 
Obama, in 2009 and 2011, have been 
able to reestablish family visits to 
Cuba, restore permission to send 
remittances to our country, or allow a 
group of U.S. citizens, those within 12 
categories, to visit our country. And 
what Obama has done now, that is, 
using his Presidential prerogatives he 
has broadened the transactions, the 
operations which can be done within 
the framework of a trip, a remittance, 
some commercial operations, and this 
means he can continue to use these 
[prerogatives.]”
Cristina Escobar.- Has he used them 
all?
Josefina Vidal.- He has not.

Cristina Escobar.- How much more 
does he have?   
Josefina Vidal- The President of the 
United States has options, I would 
say unlimited, to gut the blockade 
of its fundamental content.
According to the attorneys who are 
advising us on this issue - because it 
is a question which has its 
complexities from a legal standpoint 
– there are only a few questions 
which the President cannot modify, 
because they are prohibited by law.
Beyond these questions, which are 
a very few, the President can 
authorize, via licenses or the 
Departments of Treasury and 
Commerce, all of the other 
transactions, which include 
commerce, services, 
transportation.”

Interview reprinted from Granma.

To read the full interview visit: 

http://en.granma.cu/cuba/2015-02-
12/the-blockade-has-not-ended

US-Cuba New Relations: 
A Cuban Point of View

Josefina Vidal

36

Cuba to Export Cancer 
Vaccine to U.S., New York 
Governor Confirms
April 23, 2015 
The Cuban Immunology Center and 
the Roswell Park Cancer Institute of 
New York signed an agreement 
Tuesday for the U.S. to import a 
therapeutic vaccine against lung 
cancer developed by Cuba.
“Signing this agreement means we 
can immerse ourselves in clinical 
trials when we return to New York,” 
said Candance Johnson, director of 
the U.S.-based Roswell Park institute.
The agreement was signed as part of 
a business delegation visit to Cuba 
headed by New York Governor Andrew 
Cuomo.
“We are very excited to be able to 
bring the vaccine to the U.S. and to 
treat patients,” Candance said.
Cuba created the vaccine in 2011 
after 15 years of research. Brazil, 
Argentina and Colombia are currently 
applying to have access to the 
vaccine, while the U.K and Australia 
have already carried out their own 
clinical trials.
The business delegation also saw an 
agreement between New York 
company Infor, and a Cuban 
organization. “We are surprised by 
the level and experience that there is 
in Cuba in health and technology,” 
company representative Charles 
Phillips stated.
Cuomo and Cuban First Vice President 
Miguel Diaz-Canel also talked about 
relations between Cuba and the U.S.
“Through a complete relationship we 
can have dialogue where we can 
discuss any issue and reach an 
agreement,” Cuomo said.
The visit by the governor and 
businesses represented the first 
state-based visit to Cuba after 
dialogue began between the two 
countries to normalize relations.
Reprinted from Telesur

CUBA’S REVOLUTIONARY INTERNATIONALIST MISSIONS
Cuban Medics Fighting 
Ebola Nominated for Nobel 
Peace Prize 

5 February 2015 
More than 460 Cuban doctors and 
nurses have been stationed in West 
Africa since October to help fight the 
Ebola epidemic in the region. A team 
of Cuban doctors and nurses 
specialized in disaster situations and 
serious epidemics currently stationed 
in West Africa fighting the Ebola 
outbreak was nominated in Norway 
for this year’s Nobel Peace Prize. 
The Henry Reeve Cuban Medical 
Brigade’s candidacy was approved 
unanimously by the Annual Conference 
of Norwegian Trade Unions in 
Trondheim, a meeting attended by 
Cuba's ambassador to Norway, Maria 
Esther Fiffe, Cuban press reported 
Thursday.
According to official figures, 461 
Cuban doctors and nurses belonging 
to the brigade have been stationed in 
West Africa since October to help fight 
the Ebola epidemic there, which has 
killed 8,921 people and infected as 
many as 22,334, according to the 
World Health Organization (WHO). 
Since the virus was first detected in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo in 
1976, 23 outbreaks have been 
reported in several countries. The 
most recent outbreak began in 
Guinea, but spread to neighboring 
Sierra Leone and Liberia, which is 
currently the most affected country. 
The Henry Reeve Brigade was created 
on Sept. 19, 2005, with over 1,500 
members. Its first missions were in 
Guatemala and Pakistan, countries 
that faced the consequences of a 
hurricane and a devastating 
earthquake, respectively. Cuba had 
also offered to dispatch the brigade 
to the United States to help the 
victims of Hurricane Katrina, a move 
that U.S. authorities rejected.
Reprinted from Telesur

Cuban Medical Brigade in 
Nepal
May 25th, 2015     
One month has passed since the 
devastating April 25Cuban Medical 
Brigade in Nepal in Nepal, Cities lie 
in ruin and the number of victims 
has surpassed 8,600. Anxiety 
remains fixed on faces, since the 
country continues to experience 
aftershocks.
On the night of May 12, the same 
night a severe aftershock hit the 
nation, 49 members of the Henry 
Reeve International Contingent 
Specialized in Disasters and Large 
Epidemics Brigade No.41 arrived in 
Katmandu.
“The landscape was disheartening, 
Dantesque, I would say. The country 
didn’t need nature to punish it this 
way. Those who managed to save 
their lives in the most affected 
areas have lost practically 
everything, including their most 
cherished loved ones,” Dr. Luis 
Orlando Oliveros Serrano, head of 
the Brigade, told Granma.
The day after setting foot in Nepal, 
the Cuban medical brigade moved 
quickly to the area occupied by the 
National Center for the Study of 
Ayurvedic Medicine, as directed by 
the country’s Ministry of Health and 
the World Health Organization, in 
accordance with plans made by the 
Cuban Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ 
advance team.
Excerpt of full article reprinted from 
Granma

Cuban doctors in Nepal
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As the 6th International Che Guevara 
Conference came  to a close, its 
simple statistics show that it was a 
huge success:
- 5 Days
- 2 Cities
- 6 Cuban guests
- 9 Speakers
- 11 Workshops and Special Sessions
- 1 Book signing
- 2 Concerts
- 27 Hours of Program
- 700 Participants
However, the numbers do not tell the 
whole story of the conference and its 
theme, “Cuba: A Socialist Project in 
Progress.” When the International 
Che Guevara Conference began in 
2008, its objective was to bring Che 
Guevara's ideas to as widespread an 
audience as possible, and to use the 
Cuban Revolution as a living, 
breathing, winning example of how to 
build a better world. With every year 
the conference has grown, and shown, 
that Che Guevara and the Cuban 
Revolution are as important as ever.
This year's conference was particularly 
relevant, given that it came hot on 
the heels of the December 17th 
victory, when all 5 Cuban Heroes 
unjustly imprisoned in US jails were 
finally returned to Cuba as part of the 
announcements made by Cuban 

President Raul Castro and US President 
Barack Obama that the two countries 
would work toward normalization of 
relations. This came after over 50 
years of US attempts to blockade and 
isolate the island. Cuba was in the 
news, as it deserves to be, and the 
Che Guevara Conference was taking 
place in Vancouver and Kamloops to 
discuss the history, context and 
prospects of the Cuban Revolution.
Concert with Legendary Cuban 
Musician Gerardo Alfonso for the 
Cuban 5
When Cuban 'Nueva Trova' legend 
Gerardo Alfonso there were absolutely 
no seats left in the hall as 250 people 
packed together for his highly 
anticipated performance. Gerardo did 
not disappoint, switching seamlessly 
between piano and guitar, through 
different moods and tempos, while his 
voice kept the audience mesmerized 
throughout. He took time between 
songs to explain their meanings 
related to life, love and revolution. It 
was a beautiful evening, and a fitting 
tribute to the Cuban 5 Victory as well 
as an opening for the 6th International 
Che Guevara Conference.
For photos and a full report of the 
6th International Che Guevara 
Conference visit: 
http://www.cheguevaraconference.ca

6TH INTERNATIONAL CHE GUEVARA CONFERENCE A 
HUGE SUCCESS!...

Workshop presented by Aleida Guevara Organizers and guests group photo

Workshop presented by 
Dr. Jose Luis Rodriguez Garcia

Gerardo Alfonso concert 

Interview with Aleida on CBC

Every year, women all around the world gather to mark 
International Women’s Day. This day is the opportunity to 
celebrate the gains that women have made around the 
world in their struggle for justice and equality. 
The “Revolution within the Revolution” is what Fidel 
called the fight for women's rights in Cuba, and it is a 
revolution which is thriving and moving forward even 
today, for Cuban women and the world-wide struggle of 
for women's rights!
For International Women’s Day 2015, Vancouver 
Communities in Solidarity with Cuba (VCSC) organized an 
evening featuring political and cultural presentations 
from women around the world, with a special focus on 
learning from the great gains made by Cuban women in 
their “Revolution within the Revolution.”
On Saturday, March 7, at the downtown Vancouver Public 
Library, supporters of Cuba in Vancouver, as well as 
people looking for a new way to celebrate International 
Women’s Day, came together for a full program of film, 
poetry and greetings. Participants were also treated with 
special international greetings from Miraly González 
González, the First Secretary and Political Attaché of the 
Cuban Embassy in Ottawa and  Carolina Escarrá with the 
International Relations of the Youth of the United Socialist 
Party of Venezuela (JPSUV).  
International greetings were followed by remarks and 
poetry by Kelly White, a Coast Salish Elder, 
Colleen Glynn, the Secretary of Vancouver Communities 
in Solidarity with Cuba (VCSC) and President of the 
Richmond NDP, Tamara Hansen, Coordinator of Vancouver 
Communities in Solidarity with Cuba (VCSC) and author of 
the book “5 Decades of the Cuban Revolution: the 
Challenges of an Unwavering Leadership” (Battle of Ideas 
Press), Azza, an organizer with Vancouver Communities in 
Solidarity with Cuba from Tunisia, Macarena Cataldo 
Hernandez, a Chilean social justice activist and Mayra, a 
Nicaraguan poet and activist. This dynamic celebration 
for women’s liberation came to close with a salsa lesson 
and dancing that got everyone up and moving. 

Vancouver Celebrates 
International Women’s Day 2015:

Women & the Cuban 
Revolution, a Revolution 
within the Revolution

On Thursday May 21st, Cuban Dr. José de Jesús Portilla 
came to Vancouver for a short, but very successful visit, 
as part of a Canada-wide speaking tour organized by the 
Canadian Network on Cuba (CNC). This tour focused on 
the revolutionary internationalist response of Cuba’s 
Medical Brigade in fighting the devastating outbreak of  
Ebola in West Africa. The Vancouver event was sponsored 
by Vancouver Communities in Solidarity with Cuba 
(VCSC), the Free the Cuban 5 Committee – Vancouver 
and the Canadian Cuban Friendship Association – 
Vancouver. 
At two events, both held on May 21st, Dr. Portilla inspired 
participants as he explained the reasons why Cuba, with 
its professional and experienced international medical 
missions, quickly rose to the greatest involvement and 
leadership in the fight against Ebola. In a lively and 
animated presentation, Dr. Portilla  spoke not only about 
the incredible work of Cuba’s 450 medical volunteers  in 
the countries of Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone, but 
also about Cuba’s history of internationalist medical 
solidarity and his own experiences as Chief of Cuba’s 
medical personnel during Cuba’s international mission in 
the former Republic of Congo.
The first event was held at a local high school. Over 150 
students attended to hear from Dr. Portilla and learn 
more about Cuba’s celebrated internationalist 
revolutionary doctors. Next, there was a city-wide event  
at the Roundhouse Community Centre with 95 people in 
attendance. The evening event came to end with a 
special live music performance with Maria Luisa 
Melendez, a Salvadorian musician and social justice 
activist, who moved the crowd with her beautiful songs. 
From  the hills of Pakistan to the island of Haiti, from 
West Africa  to Nepal, Cuba sends doctors to every part 
of the world where they are needed most. The tour of 
Dr. Portilla to Vancouver was a great opportunity to 
educate people in Vancouver about how revolutionary 
Cuba is leading the way for humanity and human rights 
when it comes to international solidarity! 

“Cuba Combating 
Ebola in Africa”

Vancouver Welcomes 
Revolutionary Internationalist 

Cuban Dr. José de 
Jesús Portilla!


